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Cedar Cladding

James Latham’s Cedar Cladding Range

Western Red Cedar (Thuja Plicata) is one of North America’s great renewable 
resource. Slow grown and naturally durable, Cedar has one of the longest life 
spans of any North American softwood. It can produce long lengths of clear 
timber with true straight grain, it is free from pitch and has natural resistance 
to decay. Its low density gives an excellent insulation value superior to 
most species. Lightweight, easy to work with, easy to finish, easy to stain, 
possessing outstanding dimensional stability, Western Red Cedar is the 
perfect material for exterior cladding applications.

Technical info on Cedar

Alan Higgs Sports Centre, Coventry, 2005.
Siberian Larch channel/shiplap cladding

Interesting Facts:
• Created 55 jobs in the local area
• Boasts some of the most modern
facilities within Coventry, such as
Indoor and Outdoor 3G football
pitches, 4 court sports hall, netball
courts, fitness suite, health suite,
dance studio and function rooms.

Community Centre for Health, Partick, 2002.
External Cedar and Internal Iroko cladding.
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Architect: 
Gareth Hoskins Architects

Timber Supplier: 
Bryceland Total Timber
Solutions

Interesting Facts:
• Best Building in Scotland

2005 - RIAS Andrew
Doolan Award for
Architecture shortlisted.

• Best Public Building 2005
- The Roses Design
Awards, Silver Award.

• GIA Design Award 2005,
winner.

Photographs courtesy of
Graeme Duncan Photography.

www.archtp.com

Durability
Western Red Cedar is one of the worlds most durable 
species. With natural resistance to moisture, decay 
and insect damage Cedar remains the premier choice 
for timber cladding. Fibres in the timber contain 
natural preservatives that are toxic to decay causing 
fungi, the 2 principle extractives responsible for this 
are Thujaplicins and Water Soluble Phenolic.
Cedar’s durability is class 2 which is classed as 
“durable.” Cedar will weather to a silver grey colour 
if left untreated over a period of time but if this is not 
your preference Cedar is very receptive to most 
stains / colours etc.

Dimensional Stability
Like all woods, Cedar is hygroscopic and will 
absorb or discharge moisture to attain equilibrium 
with the surrounding atmosphere, however, it has 
a very low shrinkage factor and is superior to all 
coniferous species in its resistance to warping, 
twisting and checking.

Thermal Conductivity / Acoustic Properties
Wood is an excellent thermal insulator. This is an 
important characteristic since good thermal insulators 
keep buildings cool in the summer and help retain 
heat in the winter. An important acoustical property of 
timber is its ability to dampen vibrations. Cedar 
has a cellular network of minute interlocking pores 
which convert sound energy into heat by frictional 
and viscoelastic resistance

Density
Cedar is one of the lightest commercial softwoods 
available and if Kiln Dried has a density as low as 
330 – 390kg per m3. Cedar’s low density enhances 
its insulation value and makes it an easy wood to 
handle , distribute and work with.

Workability
Western Red Cedar produces long, lightweight lengths 
of timber with a fine straight grain making this species 
easy to cut, saw, machine and fix. Again Cedar is one 
of the best species available for accepting paints, 
stains, oils and various treatments. Cedar takes most 
fasteners without splitting and is easily nailed.

Fastening / Fixings
Western Red Cedar has great fastening/fixing 
properties but please be aware that due to its natural 
preservatives Cedar will have a corrosive effect on 
some metals if they come into contact with this 
product. Fasteners / fixings should be Stainless steel, 
Aluminium, brass, or galvanised. Nails and screws 
should be one third longer for Cedar than those 
normally used to fasten most hardwood species.

Shrinkage of Western Red Cedar 

Direction 
of 

Shrinkage 

Shrinkage in Percentage

From green 
(25% or 
greater 

moisture 
content) to:

From kiln 
dried (15% 

average 
moisture 

content) to:

15% 12% 6% 15% 12% 6%

Radial 0.96 1.2 1.8 0 0.3 1.0

Tangential 2.0 2.6 3.8 0 0.7 2.1



Alan Higgs Sports Centre, Coventry, 2005.
Siberian Larch channel/shiplap cladding

Interesting Facts:
• Created 55 jobs in the local area
• Boasts some of the most modern
facilities within Coventry, such as
Indoor and Outdoor 3G football
pitches, 4 court sports hall, netball
courts, fitness suite, health suite,
dance studio and function rooms.
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York St John University
Completed: 2009
Cladding: Western Red Cedar and Iroko
Designed by: Rivington Street Studio
Photos courtesy: Rivington Street Studios

Brief description:

York St John University‟s decision to build on a brownfield site close to the 
ancient City Walls, within sight of the Minster was a great architectural 
challenge.  The University was keen to have an exciting contemporary 
building that reflected the local context, but without pandering to notions of 
pastiche or historicism. 

There were key functional requirements of the new building. It had to house 
more than 100 academic spaces ranging from lecture theatre and teaching 
rooms to specialised workspace. It had to sit against a listed Georgian 
terrace and it had to enhance a critical corner site within the City.

The curved wall that formed the main street elevation (which was „defensive‟ 
in the sense that it „protected the academic areas from the excessive noise 
and pollution of the street) is local hand-made brick with deep window 
reveals and a relatively small number of random openings. This retains the 
sense of it being a large, strong and permanent „City wall‟.

To complement the brick, iroko and western red cedar was used  to soften 
the appearance of the building and provide additional texture. The versatility 
of timber has allowed it to be used expressively in different ways. It is used 
as a solid rainscreen cladding and a soffit. Vertical boards are spaced apart 
on the bridge links to afford views out. It provides solar shading over windows 
and at low level, it is detailed as part of a joinery screen around openings.

A green roof covers the main areas of the building which contributes to the 
insulation, to the local biodiversity and to the management of rainwater 
outflow. 

Sustainability and reducing the need for energy use were guiding themes for 
this project. The BREEAM bespoke methodology was used to benchmark 
performance and ensure all the various aspects of environmental 
sustainability were addressed with the project achieving a “Very Good” rating. 

La Frégate Café, St. Aubin’s Bay, Jersey, 1997.
Western Red Cedar external cladding.

Interesting Facts:
• Gives the impression of being built as the upturned hull of a boat.
• Design was inspired by the site’s maritime history and seafront location.
• The building’s outline can be observed from all around the sweep of St. Aubin’s Bay.

www.archtp.com

The Rock Retail Centre, Bury, 2011
Western Red Cedar

Interesting Facts:
• One of the largest Western

Red Cedar cladding
projects ever commissioned
in the UK, requiring over
4,000 sq metres of material.

• Cladding supplied by John
Brash.

• A £350m mixed use
residential and retail
development. 

• Western Red Cedar was
specified by Building
Design Partnership (BDP)
because they were looking
for a natural, sustainable
material that would add an
aesthetic contrast to the
grey fibre cement cladding
used on other aspects of the
development.

www.archtp.com

Community Centre for Health, Partick, 2002.
External Cedar and Internal Iroko cladding.
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Architect: 
Gareth Hoskins Architects

Timber Supplier: 
Bryceland Total Timber
Solutions

Interesting Facts:
• Best Building in Scotland

2005 - RIAS Andrew
Doolan Award for
Architecture shortlisted.

• Best Public Building 2005
- The Roses Design
Awards, Silver Award.

• GIA Design Award 2005,
winner.

Photographs courtesy of
Graeme Duncan Photography.

www.archtp.com

Shornewood Country Park, Kent, 2006.
Western Red Cedar Shingles.

Architect: 
Lee Evans Partnership

Contractor:
A. Lenihan Ltd

Interesting Facts:

• 1,150m2 of shingles used
in the construction

• Opened by the Baroness
of Kent

• Fully sustainable 
eco-friendly building

www.archtp.com

Photography used with the kind permission of John Brash.

  Bespoke Machining
  Treatment – Tanalith / Vac Vac
  Sawing / X-Cutting
  Staining – Sikkens / Teknos
  Fire Retardant Treatment – Class 0 / Class 1

Extra Services

LT3 
25mm x 150mm ( 18mm x 144mm fin 135mm cover)

LT1 
19mm x 100mm ( 14mm x 94mm fin 87mm cover)

LT4 
25mm x 150mm ( 18mm x 144mm fin 137mm cover)

LT8 
25mm x 150mm ( 18mm x 144mm fin 125mm cover)

LT10 
25mm x 150mm ( 18mm x 144mm fin 125mm cover)



Importing & distribution companies

Marketing
Tel: 0116 257 3415 
Email: marketing@lathams.co.uk

Website
www.lathamtimber.co.uk

Panel & Timber Products

1  Dudley
Unit 3, Yorks Park, Blowers Green Road 
Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8UL
Tel 01384 234444 
Fax 01384 233121
Email: panels.dudley@lathams.co.uk 
Email: timber.dudley@lathams.co.uk

2  Fareham
Unit 6, Matrix Park Talbot Road 
Fareham, Hants PO15 5AP
Tel 01329 854800 
Fax 01329 849585
Email: panels.fareham@lathams.co.uk
Email: timber.fareham@lathams.co.uk

3  Gateshead
Nest Road, Felling Industrial Estate 
Gateshead Tyne & Wear NE10 OLU
Tel 0191 469 4211 
Fax 0191 469 2615
Email: panels.gateshead@lathams.co.uk

4  Ossett
Milner Way, Longlands, Ossett 
West Yorkshire WF5 9JE
Tel 01924 276111 
Fax 01924 280193 
Email: panels.ossett@lathams.co.uk 
Email: timber.ossett@lathams.co.uk

5  James Latham Scotland
Pharos, Brittain Way, Eurocentral 
Lanarkshire ML1 4XJ
Tel 01698 838777 
Fax 01698 831452
Email: scotland@lathams.co.uk

6  Wigston
Chartwell Drive off West Avenue 
Wigston, Leicester LE18 2FN
Tel 0116 288 9161 
Fax 0116 281 3806
Email: panels.wigston@lathams.co.uk 
Email: timber.wigston@lathams.co.uk

7  Yate
Badminton Road Trading Estate 
Yate, Bristol BS37 5JX
Tel 01454 315421 
Fax 01454 323488
Email: panels.yate@lathams.co.uk 
Email: timber.yate@lathams.co.uk

Panel Products

8  Hemel Hempstead
Unit 2 Swallow Park, Finway Road 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7QU
Tel 01442 849000 
Fax 01442 239287
Email: panels.hemel@lathams.co.uk

9  Thurrock
Unit 4, Dolphin Way, Purfleet 
Essex RM19 1NZ
Tel 01708 869800 
Fax 01708 860900
Email: panels.thurrock@lathams.co.uk

Timber Products

10 Purfleet *
Units 22/24, Purfleet Industrial Park 
Juliette Way, Aveley, South Ockendon 
Essex RM15 4YD
Tel 01708 864477 
Fax 01708 862727
Email: timber.purfleet@lathams.co.uk

Speciality Panels

Advanced Technical Panels

4  Northern Depot
Milner Way, Longlands, Ossett 
W. Yorks WF5 9JE
Tel 01924 263655 
Fax 01924 280193
Email: atp@lathams.co.uk 
www.advancedtechnicalpanels.co.uk

8  Southern Depot
Unit 2 Swallow Park, Finway Road 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7QU
Tel 01442 849009 
Fax 01442 239287
Email: atp@lathams.co.uk 
www.advancedtechnicalpanels.co.uk

Flooring

9  Thurrock
Unit 4, Dolphin Way, Purfleet 
Essex RM19 1NZ
Tel 01708 681700 
Fax 01708 252381
Email: flooring@lathams.co.uk
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* Purfleet serves timber customers across 
the Thurrock, Hemel Hempstead and part  
of the Fareham panels sales areas

Other available brochures:

 Birch Plywood
 Door Blanks
 Flexible Panels
 �Environmental Certification 

Scheme & Timber 
Purchasing

 Decorative Veneered Panels
 Machined Panels

 Woodex 
 �North American & 

Canadian Softwood 
Clears

 �PAR-KY Flooring & 
Shinnoki

 Bausen Flooring

 Newsletter
 Product Guide
 HI-MACS
 iDeck
 ATP for Transport
 ATP Plywood Guide
 ATP Flight Cases

Details given represent a fair description of the product and are given without liability. Availability and sizes are subject to confirmation at the time of order.


